Native Americans, like those
who named Denali, used
carved bowls like this to serve
oil for dipping when eating
dried fish or meat. The
containment technology was
the simplest: Carved wood.
The critical fluid was oil
rendered from seal fat, whale
blubber and certain fish. So
important was the oil —
especially that of the eulachon
or candle fish — it served as
the major trade item with
tribes located in the interior.
The trade routes were even
named after the product:
Grease Trails.
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